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UPIRST MACON COUNTY COURT HOUSE™

Decatur, Macon County, Illinois
‘gustodian. Stephen Decatur Gnapter of D A. R
Date of Erection. 1829 to 1832, |

Architect. None.

Builder.‘ Logs hewn and placed in position by
]publicfspirited citizens. Chinking and'daubing'byf
 John Hanks,

Present.Condition. The'building has been kept

L dn good.repair, 1ntact as originally bu¢1t, except
the roOf. It has been moved, however to 8 new site
1n_Fairview Park, Deca%ur; - |

Number of Stories, One and one half.

_Eaterials_g{_Constfuction, _EXteriQr_wailé é#e
_of hewn 1ogs_ahd flooﬁs of rdughlplénking; Presuﬁe
ably,-thé roof was originally hand—spiit_shiﬁgleg;v
'althougﬁ a mpdern‘composition.roll roofingkis-noﬁ on

the building.

Other Existing'ﬂécords. Written'data.in tHis-
- Lory ofrﬁacon Gountyf by John W. 'Smith4-1876 and in
the_’nlstory of Olty of Decatur and Hacon Oounty’ by
-_non. W, H. kelson. '

' Addit;gn ] Q&t&; Constructlon wag started in _ e ‘
the.latter-part-of 1829.ana completed_ip-lssz._ The bu11d~-1” €f
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'ing stood on the west half of Lot 4 of the original Ii-

town of Decatur. It was & typical log structurs, twen-

 ty feet square, one and a half storles high. It con-

tained two rooms, one above the other.

Although the structure was not an elaborate one,

it a?peébs that.the work of construction took a long

time and tazed the resources of the County to the 1lim-
15, There is nothing in the records to show that any-

one received pay for the first work., It appears that

the logs must have been hewn and placed in position by

publicuspiritéd citizens. The first expense to the
County against this building is shown in the records

of the commissioners, where 1t 1s stated that John Hanks

-.Wés allowed $9.87 for chinking and daubing the court

house,
The first court was held in the building in May,
1830, Sometime after this meeting, about $250.00 was

expended to complete the structure, so that it was not

- really completed until 1832.' The Jlast item of expense

on the records is for providing glasss and shutters for
the upper windows, at a cost of $6.75, The chimney
and hearth'wefe.added at a cost of $48.50.

Abraham Lincoln attended court in tiils bullding

in 1837.
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" In 1839, this bullding was removed and a 3-story
brick court house was erected, which soon became too
small. ‘The present court house was completed in 1891.
The D.A.R. had the old log court house moved to
- Fairview Park and had their officlal dedlcatory pro-

_gram in_1894.

'Réferences:
History of Macon Gounty--John W, Smith, 1876.
History of (ity of De-
catur and Macon County,
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